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“72% of the young people who have 
completed the Housing Cha�enge Survey 
have said they think that they wi� have 
to leave their island when they are 
older due to a lack of available/suitable 
housing.” 

Section 1:

Introduction
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Executive Su�ary
This report contains the findings of the Young 
Islanders Network (YIN) ‘Housing Challenge’, 
which, from February 2023 to September 2024.

The Housing Challenge was shared with young 
people between the ages of 12-25 across 
the island local authorities in Scotland from 
February to September 2024. Its aim was to 
capture the views, concerns and ambitions of 
young islanders for housing in Scotland’s Island 
communities.

The Housing Challenge was created by the 
YIN representative membership, some external 
stakeholders from our anchor youth groups 
in the islands and the YIN development team. 
Housing is a key area of interest and concern by 
the young people involved in the YIN.

The young people involved in YIN identified 
housing as a key area of interest and concern.
 

Sample and demographics 
The data collected to date has been drawn from 
the 223 responses to the Housing Challenge. 
Although there have been regular discussions 
with our YIN members and with our anchor 
groups throughout this period.  

We will focus this report primarily on the 
responses captured through the challenge.  
Island communities represented in the 
responses include: Uist, Skye, Lewis, Harris, 
Islay, Tiree, Benbecula, Barra, Raasay, Gigha, 
Lismore, Cumbrae, Colonsay, Hoy, Mull, Coll, 
Yell (Shetland), Sanday and South Ronaldsay 
(Orkney). 
 

Respondents have all been under 25 years old, 
with 70 young people falling in the 12-15 years 
old bracket, 53 in the 16-19 years old and 100 
of the respondents were aged between 20-25 
years old. 
 

Young Islanders Network
The Young Islanders Network (YIN) is a Scottish 
Government funded youth work programme, 
devised and delivered by Youth Scotland, the 
national charity for community-based youth 
work. 

Delivered in partnership with Scottish 
Government and the National Islands Plan, the 
Young Islanders Network (YIN) aims to build a 
network and community for young people to 
play a meaningful part in making the National 
Islands Plan work for young islanders. 
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In 2021, the Young Islanders Challenge sought 
to identify key areas of interest and concern for 
young people in Scotland’s Island communities. 

The challenge was created to give a voice to 
young people living in our island communities 
and asked them to tell us: 

•	 Issues that affect their lives. 
•	 What are the good and bad things about 
island life? 
•	 What would they change? 
•	 What would they like a Young Islanders 
Network to do and achieve? 

Following a successful pilot, the Young Islanders 
Network was ofÏcially launched in August 2021 
by Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land 
Reform and Islands, Mairi Gougeon. 

Building on the Young Islanders Challenge, 
the newly-formed network consulted 
with young people on the most 
commonly-cited issue affecting 
them – transportation – before 
releasing the Transport Challenge 
Report in September 2023. 

After sending the report out 
to government ofÏcials and 
relevant public bodies, the YIN 
members have had productive 
meetings with Transport Scotland 
and the Ferries Community 
Board amongst others – with 
more information available on our 
Transport Challenge Report. 

Contextualising the YIN Housing 
Cha�enge and the Sco�ish 
Government Housing Aims 

The YIN is delivered as a youth work 
programme, meaning that it uses a youth work 
approach in setting any agenda or in consulting 
with its members on priorities and the National 
Islands Plan. 

It’s useful to understand this through the 
definition of the nature and purpose of 
youth work which has three essential 
and definitive features: 

1.	Young people choose to 

participate 

The young person takes 
part voluntarily. They 
choose to be 
involved, not 
least 
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because they want to relax, meet friends and 
have fun. The young person decides whether 
to engage or to walk away. 
2.	Youth work must build from where 

young people are 

Youth work meets young people where they 
are at. The young person’s life experience is 
respected and forms the basis for shaping any 
agenda and development plan in partnership 
with peers and youth workers. 
3.	Youth work recognises the young person 

and the youth worker as partners in a 

learning process; Youth work is an equal 

partnership.  

The young person is recognised as an 
active partner who can, and should, have 
opportunities and resources to shape their 
lives. The relationship and dialogue between 
the young person and youth worker is central 
to the learning process. 

We believe that the net result for the findings 
of this report is that they are authentic, credible 
and, given the context of the youth work 
approach, given by engaged young people who 
are motivated to participate. 

While the responses were given in the format 
set by the YIN membership, they align well to 
the Scottish Government Housing Aims.

Cha�enge Findings (Overview)
In a stark result, 72% of the young people who 
have completed the Housing Challenge Survey 
have said they think that they will have to leave 
their island when they are older due to a lack of 
available/suitable housing.  This figure increased 
by 10% from the interim report published on 56 
responses earlier in 2024.
 

Some other key issues affecting their island that 
have been highlighted by respondents are: 

•	 168 young people said there are too many 

holiday homes where the young people they 
live and 126 respondents to saysaid  there are 
too may empty homes. 

•	 Housing options are prohibitively 

expensive for under 25’s.
•	 Available housing is not always suitable – 
garden access, transport links, close to family/
shops/school & childcare, wheelchair/adapted 
access etc.
•	 128 responded to say more houses need 

to be built, and those houses should be 
affordable and of an appropriate size.
•	 Excessive paperwork involved in applying 
for social housing, and the locality of 

applicants is not sufÏciently considered in the 
process..
•	 116 young people said that housing 

allocations should take into consideration 
how long someone has lived in the 
community. 
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“I have now accepted that I wi� never 
be able to buy property on the island 
my family has lived on since the 1700’s 
and plan to move off once my elderly 
grandparents pass away.” 
 
(Mu�)

Section 2:

Detailed Findings 
(Data Breakdown)

Do you think you wi� need to leave the island when 
you are older due to a lack of available or suitable 
housing?

	

	 Yes	 161 (72%)

	 No	 62 (28%)
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Detailed Findings (Data 
Breakdown)

Future Concerns

The Housing Challenge results reflect that 
young islanders are concerned about their 
future housing needs.
 

Whilst 187 respondents were currently living 

in secure accommodation at the time of 
answering, 36 young people were not.  

Those 36 young people make up 16% of 
respondents. However, out of 223 responses, 
56% said they worry about housing in the 

future. 

 

Housing Stock

Young people have also said that the availability 
of housing where they live is an issue. 

Only 10% of responses said they thought there 
was enough housing where they lived, whilst 
others suggested their only option would be 
to continue to live with their parents and 51% 
saying there were no housing options at all 
where they live.
 

Housing Needs

“Take a long time to get 
a Hhp (Hebridean Housing 
Partnership) house on the 



Page 8Page 8

island, private rent is so 
expensive now so isn’t 
rea�y an option, buying a 
house the prices are going 
way to high! Hhp don’t 
care about their tenants 
and house quality is p�r” 
(20-25yr old, Stornoway, Isle of 
Lewis) 

When young people were asked about their 
housing needs, the themes that are emerging 
are evident below, with access to outside space, 
being close to family members and access to 
public transport being of particular importance.
 

Housing Options

“I would rather not leave 
the island. If there are 
be�er o�ortunities 
available here I would 
ha�ily stay on Barra as I 

am local and prefer to be 
at home..” 
(12-15yrs, Barra) 

Over 67% of respondents suggested that there 
is no affordable housing in their area, compared 
to just 6% saying buying a house was affordable 
where they live.
 

General Concerns On Housing

“There are so many B&Bs”
(12-15, Skye) 

Our data so far shows that 75% of young 
people think there are too many holiday homes 
on their island with 56% adding that they think 
there are too many empty homes, whilst 57% 
suggested that more homes needed to be built.
 

Respondents were invited to add a narrative in 
addition to the responses in the multiple choice 
and yes/no questions in the challenge form.  

We received 59 additional comments from 
respondents.
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The comments ranged from personal 
experiences to more generalised responses 
and came from a range of islands including 
Colonsay, Lismore, Jura, Orkney, Shetland, 

Lewis, Skye, Mull, Tiree, Uist and Barra. 

Some of these important messages highlight 
the issues young people report they are 
facing in relation to housing in their island 
communities.  
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Amongst the narratives, some key themes can 
be found.  

Recurring themes range from concerns about 
quality of housing, affordability of both renting 
and buying. Availability of housing as well as 
being able to live in the community they would 
like to and either not move away or be able to 
return.

“I feel it is very difficult to 
move out of your parents’ 
house here, the houses are 
unaffordable, there is li�le 
private rent properties, 
and you could be waiting 
over a year to get a social 
housing house that may 
be in an area far away 
from town. This means a 
lot of people my age have 
ended up moving away”.
(Isle of Lewis)

“I believe that young 
people in rural 
co�unities are being 
driven out by the u�er 
class buying a� housing on 
the island. This is having 
a detrimental effect on 
businesses and the public 
sector for staffing. I work in 

the NHS and moved home 
to be a nurse on the island 
and it t�k me over a year 
of living back with my 
mum in a box r�m to find 
acco�odation and this 
acco�odation is highly 
expensive. I have now 
accepted that I wi� never 
be able to buy property on 
the island my family has 
lived on since the 1700’s 
and plan to move off once 
my elderly grandparents 
pass away. As does my 
mother. This wi� almost be 
the end of centuries of my 
family living on Mu�.” 
(Mu�)

“I feel incredibly let down 
by my local council. As a 
qualified, hard-working 
teacher and a born local 
I’m being done out of 
a permanent contract 
constantly which makes it 
impossible to think about 
buying a property and I 
wi� never get anywhere to 
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live through the council or 
OHAL as there is a severe 
shortage. They need to 
stop moving people up 
here for jobs and housing 
them and think about their 
locals who have lived snd 
worked here their whole 
lives, who have families 
and ties here and reasons 
why they couldn’t leave”. 
(Orkney)

 

(Pictured above: Banner made by YIN member 

from Islay)

“There rea�y needs to be 
more housing options, t� 
many homes are holiday 
lets and when they go on 
sale the prices are sky 
high, no first-time buyer 
would be able to afford 
them. There is not a big 
young co�unity on Jura 
and I worry this may stop 
completely as there are 
no affordable housing to 
entice younger people to 
stay.” 
(Jura)

General Concerns On Housing 
(cont.)

Also highlighted was the impact of employment, 
whether this is access to the jobs they want to 
do and being able to do them where they want 
to live or even having access to well-paid jobs in 
their community where they live. 

Some young people expressed concerns about 
second homes, holiday rentals and empty 
homes and the knock-on effect these have on 
the islands and their ability to own or rent a 
home. 

(Please see appendix A with the full illustration 
of responses)
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“[...]has the conference helped solve 
the housing crisis? I feel that even if it 
hasn’t solved the problem, it has raised 
awareness.”
 
Sa�hire

Section 3:

Sa�hire’s story 
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(Pictured above: Kaydence and Sapphire (YIN) 

presenting at the Rural Housing Scotland 

Conference held in Aviemore, in February 2024.)

  

During this event they co-delivered alongside the 

Resettlement ofÏcers, a workshop on “Meaningful 
Engagement with communities” and shared their 
values and experiences on engaging with young 
people.

Sa�hire’s story: 

My experience of the Rural 
Housing Conference 2024:

My name is Sapphire, I live on the Isle of Tiree 
and I’m thirteen. I went to the conference 
with The Young Islanders Network (YIN) as the 
deputy housing rep.

Ever since I heard about the conference and the 
possibility of going, I felt excited to help raise 
awareness of the housing crisis. The reason 
I felt so determined to go, is because of my 
experience of housing difÏculties. Not long ago 
my family and I were on the verge of having to 
move off island. We were about to be removed 
from the house we had been staying in. And 
due to there being a shortage of houses and 

no emergency housing for us to move into on 
Tiree, we were told that we’d have to go to 
Lochgilphead for emergency housing (104 miles 
away from Tiree) 

“We eventua�y found a 
permanent home on Tiree. 
But I don’t want anyone 
else to go through what 
we did.”

When I got to the airport and heard that my 
plane from Tiree to Glasgow was cancelled due 
to technical faults, I made a quick decision to 
jump on the plane that had just landed, and 
I headed off to Oban. When I arrived, I must 
admit I felt a bit nervous. This was my first trip 
off the island fully by myself and it had already 
gone off schedule. 

I met some people on the plane who were 
also waiting for the train to Glasgow, and we 
started a conversation. Whilst we were talking, I 
found out that one of them was from Transport 
Scotland, who we (the YIN) had recently met 
with online. When I eventually got to Glasgow. 
I met with the rest of the YIN group (who had 
waited an extra few hours for me), and we all 
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got the train to Aviemore.

When we got to the dinner after lots of travel, I 
was slightly startled to be the youngest person 
there. But I still felt welcomed, and really 
enjoyed meeting and chatting with as many 
people as possible! 

In the morning we all went to breakfast, which 
I found funny, because I’d never thought about 
meeting everyone before the conference 
actually started! After food we signed in and 
met Paul McLennan (Housing MSP), who got 
shown the YIN housing report.

As the key speakers started I was pleasantly 
surprised to see so many people had come with 
a clear interest in solving the housing crisis.

When the speakers finished we (the YIN group) 
set up our workshop “Population Renewal”. We 
had a great turn out of about 30-40 people, 
including Ariane Burgees MSP and Emma 
Roddick MSP. 

The workshop started with Millie, one of the 
Resettlement ofÏcers, talking about data. 

Then Kaydence (the other young person on 
the trip) and myself, took the stage and told 
everyone about the YIN housing report, what 
we’d done so far and where we plan to take 
it. I was glad to have the opportunity to talk 
onstage, but it was a bit scary!

Christina, the other Resettlement ofÏcer, led a 
group discussion on population retention. And 
the workshop ended with Emma Roddick MSP 
doing a short speech, then taking questions 
from the group. I enjoyed getting to ask a few 
questions myself. 

There was a couple more key speakers, lunch, 
then another workshop. I chose “Retrofit and 

Empty Buildings”. I was interested to learn 
about how I could use retrofitting on Tiree, to 
bring back the empty houses into permanent 
use for islanders.  

We all congregated to hear the last few key 
speakers, and then the panel discussion to finish 
the whole conference.

As I reflect on the conference, I feel that I was so 
welcomed right from the start, and I’ve learnt so 
much. From how to speak on stage, to the ins 
and outs of Retrofitting.  

“I’m also very grateful to 
have had the chance to 
meet multiple MSP’s and 
have my say on the future 
of housing. I hope more 
young people get the 
same o�ortunity that I’ve 
had.

My thoughts now are, “has the conference 
helped solve the housing crisis?” I feel that even 
if it hasn’t solved the problem, it has raised 
awareness. Helping pave the way to a solution. 

-Sapphire. 
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“This report is the beginning of the 
conversation. Going forward, the Young 
Islanders Network want decision makers 
to listen to young people’s views[...]”
 

Section 4:

Conclusion
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Conclusion
Young people who have completed the 
YIN Housing Challenge survey have clearly 
identified issues that are of concern to them, as 
highlighted in the data above and through their 
discussions with decision makers locally and 
nationally throughout the year.
  

The Challenge was shaped and fed into by 
young people from our island communities, 
who felt compelled to have their say on this 
important matter.  Their participation signifies 
young people’s interest in having their voice 
heard and a want to be involved in the decisions 
made for young people’s future, creating new 
solutions through partnership.

This report is the beginning of the conversation. 
Going forward, the Young Islanders Network 
want decision makers to listen to young 
people’s views, provide a response to what they 
have raised and seek to continue to involve 
young islanders to meaningfully engage with 
local and national plans around housing. 

The Young Islanders Network is actively 
engaged with Scottish government through the 
National Islands Plan and with the population 
team around the Addressing Depopulation 
Action Plan.  

Young Islanders Network would encourage 
decision makers to inform, support and 
engage with young people from a young 
age in discussions around housing in their 
communities. Doing this through the local 
authorities, trades, third sector organisations 
and education. 

Through this awareness building, young people 
will be better prepared to understand their 
options as they choose their pathway into 
adulthood and they could become effective 
contributors to the solutions their islands face. 

Find out more and get 
involved
The Young Islanders Network is a vibrant, busy 
community. Meeting regularly online and in 
person when the opportunity allows, young 
people drive the network and you can keep 
up with their activities and progress via their 
website www.yin.scot
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“People moving to the area often are 
able to outbid locals l�king to stay and 
work in their own co�unities. This needs 
to change or we wi� ultimately lose our 
language and culture much faster than 
we already are.” (Lewis)

 

Section 5:

A�endices 
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A�endix A: YIN Housing 
Cha�enge narrative of 
responses (verbatim)
Employment/Cost of Living

1.	 It makes it impossible to recruit staff for the 
school i work at (colonsay)
2.	 Houses are not the problem, decent 
employment and decent wages are (Berneray)
3.	 Amenities on the island for food etc are 
very limited and expensive. For the year round 
and tourist population of Islay a superstore 
would be a good solution (Islay)
4.	 As a 25 year old homeowner I am very 
much an outlier - but it is important to 
recognise that there are some folk living 
independently. It is possible! Sadly, it isn’t a 
common occurrence and I believe access to 
university education, and subsequently higher 
paid jobs are a key factor in securing housing 
(particularly buying). It shouldn’t be a privilege 
to have access to secure, affordable housing 
- unfortunately, that is our society’s current 
circumstance. (Tiree)
5.	 The lack of jobs is also a concern  (Uist)
6.	 Rents are too high as food and electricity 
are so expensive, unable to balance small 
income especially in single person household 
(Lewis)
7.	 I will leave the island for university not 
housing, however I need to leave the island 
because the lack of well paid jobs on the 
island means I could never be able to afford a 
house if I stayed here. (Lewis)

 
 
Renting Houses

8.	 They are trying, but I live at home and 

virtually have no points to get myself high 
enough up on the council list. There is the half 
equity houses but I would rather rent and then 
buy a house. They are trying to build more 
but just not fast enough for the amount we’re 
needing. (Islay)
9.	 I don’t feel the above accurately reflects 
the housing situation for people in this age 
bracket - there are options, strictly speaking 
but they’re difÏcult to come by and/or not 
affordable. Buying is usually not an option for 
this age due to the increased price of housing 
due to incoming residents paying inflated 
prices and rent is very difÏcult to come by, 
private and HHP. (Lewis)
10.	 Private rent isn’t affordable for young 
people. Housing systems like HHP prioritise 
the wrong people - I’ve been sharing a room 
with my son for two years at my mums house 
and still waiting on a house because private 
rent is so high (Lewis)
11.	 Can’t afford to live independently (Lewis)
12.	 There are hardly any rental properties 
in Uist and the Comhairle is prioritising 
building homes in suburban Stornoway as 
it’s apparently cheaper which is depopulating 
rural parts of Lewis and Harris and means 
there’s next to no new houses for Uist and 
Barra. There is a serious shortage of rental 
properties that if addressed would fix so much 
of our issues with depopulation - there are 
plenty jobs and every week I see people trying 
to find rentals on Facebook. My mum owns 
a holiday home (inherited family home - has 
ran it for decades) but is unsure about renting 
out the house. More needs to be done to 
stop people buying second homes and stop 
people buying housing just to move to the 
islands and run accomodation businesses as 
there are far too many and it’s taking valuable 



Page 19

homes out of the market for families to live 
in. Renting rules need looked at and perhaps 
a scheme to make it easier for holiday home 
owners to turn their houses into long term 
rentals. (Benbecula)
13.	 I feel it is very difÏcult to move out 
of your parents house here, the houses 
are unaffordable, there is little private rent 
properties and you could be waiting over a 
year to get a social housing house that may 
be in an area far away from town. This means 
a lot of people my age have ended up moving 
away. (Lewis)
14.	 make housing available to rent or to buy 
cheaper  (Islay)
15.	 Private rent too expensive when it rarely 
becomes available, social housing points 
system doesn’t make sense. Non-locals 
getting homes before young people who live 
on island. private rent houses too big, too 
cold, too old, mouldy ect. (Orkney)
16.	 A plan for social housing in Harris that’s 
currently in the early stages of development 
includes building 48 family-sized houses on 
a road they’d have to build from scratch on 
difÏcult terrain (as would be the case with the 
houses themselves) which leads off a road 
which already is hardly ideal for increased 
trafÏc, in a community where local amenities 
i.e schools, local shops are already struggling 
to cope with numbers. I’m not saying that 
new houses wouldn’t be welcome, in fact 
we’re in dire need of them but much more 
must be done for amenities and infrastructure 
alongside new housing developments in rural 
areas (Isle of Harris)
17.	 There is a fair amount of rental property 
in the isles, but the supply in no way meets 
the current demand from young people who 

want to remain here. I currently live with and 
pay a pittance of rent to my parents at 23, and 
I’m now reaching the point where I definitely 
want to get out and live alone, but it’s difÏcult 
to find anything that doesn’t involve buying. 
There are several avenues for social housing 
here but the demand is immense - OHAL will 
receive anywhere from 30-100 applications on 
a single-bedroom house depending on where 
it’s located. I’ve recently heard from a friend 
that he also felt backed into a corner and had 
to mortgage a house just to get to live on the 
mainland, because even though he had told 
housing that he lived on one of the North isles 
and had a job in Kirkwall, he was never offered 
social housing. It’s a widespread problem, 
and you really have to be in dire straits or just 
plain lucky to rent anywhere here, and saving 
up to buy means you’re reliant on relatives for 
much longer than you or they might want you 
to be. The only reason I haven’t left Orkney 
to find housing yet is because I’m gaining a 
qualification from my current job over two 
years. (Orkney)
18.	 I have just now managed to move out, 
however it was off island and to a company 
owned flat in Oban. Renting independently 
on Mull was impossible, Oban was almost 
impossible to find options and I lucked out 
with my job having a flat. (Mull)
19.	 Pls build more houses (Orkney)
20.	 More housing needs to be available, 
it’s so unfair for young people on the island 
(Tiree)
21.	 I live in a family with 11 people and we 
have to love in two houses because there 
aren’t any big enough houses. (Orkney)
22.	 Private rent is too expensive and while 
HHP is affordable, the standards of these 
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houses leave a lot to be desired (e.g mould 
causing respiratory issues) (Lewis)
23.	 The Tiree Trust is looking into building 
more affordable housing on the island (Tiree)
24.	 Current housing meets my families 
needs, however, having another child will 
mean the house is too small (Shetland)
25.	 I live in a three bedroom cottage with 
my nine siblings and two parents. The house 
is not accessible to my sister with a wheelchair 
nor my other disabled sister. We have not 
been able to get suitable housing, I do not 
expect to get suitable housing any time soon, 
and I am also aware that I am extremely lucky 
to have the house I currently live in. Houses 
large enough and accessable are simply not 
built for families like mine and I would love to 
see that change. (Orkney)
26.	 Take a long time to get a Hhp house on 
the island, private rent is so expensive now 
so isn’t really an option, buying a house the 
prices are going way to high! Hhp don’t care 
about their tenants and house quality is poor 
(Lewis)

Buying Houses

27.	 Houses for sale here are being bought 
by people from away with more money. This 
is driving the prices of houses too high for 
islanders to be able to afford, especially young 
islanders. (Lewis)
28.	 Housing will be an issue anywhere unless 
you have lots of money but it’s difÏcult for 
young people who don’t have much money or 
experience in buying/renting. (Skye)
29.	 The lack of affordable housing for locals 
is appalling. As someone who has worked full 
time on a salary for a number of years it seems 

almost impossible that I will ever be able to 
move out and live independently. People 
moving to the area often are able to outbid 
locals looking to stay and work in their own 
communities. This needs to change or we will 
ultimately lose our language and culture much 
faster than we already are. (Lewis)
30.	 I was born and bred on the Isle of Harris, 
I moved away for 3 years to Glasgow and 
have now returned as a 24 year old with my 
fiancé to my family home, there are now 6 of 
us in this house (including my parents and 
my two siblings who have also moved home) 
both me and my partner are on a reasonable 
wage & are looking to either build a house 
or at the very least buy a Croft to eventually 
build a house on. I was recently in touch 
with a neighbour to ask about him selling his 
house, he told me repeatedly that he would 
want the house to go to a local as he is a 
local himself and the house holds a lot of nice 
memories. When I asked him how much he’d 
be looking for he said ‘250k, Croft included’ 
I was shocked but we are in a position now 
where we cannot blame the locals for looking 
to sell their houses for as much as they are, 
as a majority of us are working class. Housing 
IS a problem here, I am lucky enough that 
my parents welcomed me home with open 
arms, but what about the people that want 
to live here that may not have a relationship 
with their parents or a place to live, it’d be 
impossible. I’d also like to say that the housing 
crisis IS the root of all problems on the islands. 
There are considerably less children on the 
island now in comparison to when I was a 
child 10 years ago, dare I say because young 
people cannot afford housing. Traditions - 
all of these houses that are now being used 
as holiday homes, COULD have families in 
them who are happy to continue the islands 
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traditions, something which I fear is being 
lost. Childcare as well, leverburgh nursery 
could potential face closure at this point, thus 
leaving parents to do an hours round trip so 
they’re children can attend nursery. I am angry 
and I am tired of not being heard. Thank you 
for doing something about this!! I literally 
feel like we are the lowest of the low at this 
point, unless there is a miracle, I do not feel 
confidence at all that I will ever be ever to own 
a home on Harris and that makes me deeply 
upset knowing that I cannot give my kids the 
upbringing that I had growing up in such a 
wonderful community. Thank you and sorry 
for the rant!!! (Harris)
31.	 Can’t afford to buy on the island we rent 
(Mull)
32.	 I believe that young people in rural 
communities are being driven out by the 
upper class buying all housing on the 
island. This is having a detrimental effect on 
businesses and the public sector for stafÏng. 
I work in the NHS and moved home to be a 
nurse on the island and it took me over a year 
of living back with my mum in a box room to 
find accommodation and this accommodation 
is highly expensive. I have now accepted 
that I will never be able to buy property on 
the island my family has lived on since the 
1700’s and plan to move off once my elderly 
grandparents pass away. As does my mother. 
This will almost be the end of centuries of my 
family living on Mull. (Mull)
33.	 Particularly on Mull - the limited options 
there are are almost always prohibitively 
expensive. (Mull)
34.	 Definite lack of affordable rentals and 
now homes to purchase. Lack of land to self 
build. Attitudes to new builds have been 
soured by poor quality new builds length of 

the UK. Islands should look at providing self 
build plots for enterprising young people 
to build their own home. Will attract a new 
demographic to the islands. (Bute)

Location/Can’t Afford to Live 
Where I Want To

35.	 I feel incredibly let down by my local 
council. As a qualified, hard-working teacher 
and a born local I’m being done out of a 
permanent contract constantly which makes it 
impossible to think about buying a property 
and I will never get anywhere to live through 
the council or OHAL as there is a severe 
shortage. They need to stop moving people 
up here for jobs and housing them and think 
about their locals who have lived snd worked 
here their whole lives, who have families and 
ties here and reasons why they couldn’t leave. 
(Orkney)
36.	 I currently reside in Glasgow but would 
like to be able to move home, but it’s very 
hard (isle of skye)
37.	 The housing crisis in Shetland, needs to 
be addressed asap. Young people barely stand 
a chance at getting housing at the moment. 
Most young people are picky about location 
and in the locations they choose, it is at least 
a waiting time of 1-2 years for a council 
property. (Shetland)
38.	 I will probably end up having to leave my 
family and live in Glasgow. (Mull)
39.	 I’ve lived away since 17 and trying to 
move back but there are no options (Skye)
40.	 A lot of free space on the island that no 
one uses (Tiree)
41.	 where i live there are a lot of houses that 
are inhabitable (Orkney)
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42.	 I would rather not leave the island. If 
there are better opportunities available here I 
would happily stay on Barra as I am local and 
prefer to be at home. (Barra)

Homelessness

43.	 I’ve had to give up my house due to 
lack of transport when I lost my car and I’ve 
since spent months living between a friends 
house in Kirkwall so I can work and my parents 
house in Stronsay. I’ve been told there is no 
emergency house and even though I would 
lose my job I could live at my partners so 
I’m not eligible for housing in Kirkwall. It 
to expensive and competitive to try and 
rent privately. In a month I will either be 
completely homeless or have to move in with 
my parents, have no work and lose my full 
time job. (Orkney)
44.	 I saved for years to buy a house but the 
housing market went crazy and I couldn’t 
buy. I had to move into homelessness 
accommodation due to family friction and 
the cost of that emergency accommodation 
emptied my savings. I’m now in an unideal 
permanent house with no longer the financial 
stability to even think of private rent or buying 
(Okrney)
45.	 I’m homeless and we’ve not been 
helped until the charity Shelter got involved 
and advocated for our family but we’re still 
waiting for a solution. My mum and dad are 
separated and both live on Tiree, my dad lives 
in the marital home and my mum lives in the 
Church of Scotland manse which right now 
we’re being asked to leave though there’s 
only one house which is a two bedroom and 
we’re asking them to let us use it but their 
not wanting us to use it because they think it 
would be overcrowding (there’s 1 adult and 3 

children) (Tiree)

Second Homes

46.	 Housing is too expensive. Flats that used 
to cost £500 a month have easily increased 
to£600 - £700 and that’s not even looking 
at bills. I am in fulltime employment and 
wouldn’t be able to afford my flat alone 
without a roommate especially during the 
winter. A lot of my friends go through social 
housing as private rents aren’t affordable for 
the spaces you get. But HHP is overrun and 
many people getting houses through them 
would be alright finding accomondation 
privately on the mainland. There are too many 
airbnbs especially looking at small houses and 
flats around Stornoway. People make more 
money of them even if they are empty for 3 
months a year. (Lewis)
47.	 Too many 3nd homes and air b&bs. 
Pushing young families to move away. A 
problem that will be immense in the coming 
years with an aging population. (Lewis)
48.	 Having completed my university degree, 
I was unable to find employment at home 
and have had to move to the mainland. Here I 
have had to enter into a private rent lease. At 
home there is not enough suitable property 
for rent/sale for young islander, especially 
if they do not wish to join the HHP waiting 
list. In addition to this, the recent spike in 
short-term lets has increased the strain and 
challenge facing housing for young islanders 
especially. (Lewis)
49.	 I believe that Tiree has more holiday 
homes than home for locals (Tiree)
50.	 There are so many B&Bs  (Skye)
51.	 There are too many people who are 
in relationships that have 2 or more houses 
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between them that are lying empty and no 
one is doing anything about it (Islay)
52.	 If you’re a young person who wants to 
live on lismore then it really comes down to 
living with parents or if you want to own a 
home then it’s neigh on impossible without 
leaving first. We’re a glorified holiday/
retirement home and local young folk can’t 
compete with wealthy pensioners moving in 
when property comes up for sale. (Lismore)
53.	 There really needs to be more housing 
options, too many homes are holiday lets and 
when they go on sale the prices are sky high, 
no first time buyer would be able to afford 
them. There is not a big young community 
on Jura and I worry this may stop completely 
as there are no affordable housing to intice 
younger people to stay. (Jura)
54.	 I want more and easier accessibility to 
housing but I don’t want to lose the lovely 
place that I love by just building houses 
everywhere and creating larger housing 
estates. The issue across Scotland isn’t the lack 
of housing it is the way housing is being used. 
But my family love her because it’s not overly 
busy and it’s rural and quieter. That can’t 
change but something has to be done (Mull)

Population

55.	 New people from elsewhere who have 
recently moved to the island have been 
prioritised in housing allocation over the 
young people who are actually from Raasay. 
This has forced most of the young population 
to move away from their homes. (Raasay)

Uncategorised/Other

56.	 im 15 i dont know the housing prices of 
anywhere  (Orkney)

57.	 what is the point of this im 13 what does 
all this stuff mean (Orkney)
58.	 Housing is an issue where I live (Orkney)
59.	 Shambolic (Tiree)
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